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STATE OF CONNECTICUT JUDICIAL BRANCH

90 Washington: Street
Hartford, CT 06106
Telephone: (860).706-5280
Facsimile: (860) 706-5092

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DIVISION HuUMAN RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

May 3, 2019

MEMO TO: Clerk, Connecticut State Senate \/
Clerk, Connecticut House of Representatives

FROM: Brian Hill, Director 8it

SUBJECT: Memorandum of Agreement between the State of Connecticut Judicial
Branch and the Union of Professional Judicial Employees, JPE/AFT-CT, AFL-CIO

In accordance with Section 5-278 (b) of the Connecticut General Statutes, enclosed
please find copies of a negotiated agreement between the Judicial Branch and the

Union of Judicial Professional Employees.

Pursuant to a recognition agreement between the parties dated September 29, 2017,
an agreement regarding ground rules dated November 27, 2017, and a settlement and
withdrawal agreement regarding SPP 33,338, the enclosed agreement sets forth the
terms and conditions upon which employees in the Counsel/Legal Services job
classification shall be incorporated in and covered by the 2016-2022 collective
bargaining agreement between the parties.

Attached is the Branch’s estimate of the funds necessary to implement the agreement.

BH/vpm
Att. |
Cc: Neil Ayers, Director, Office of Fiscal Analysis
Don Chaffee, Office of Fiscal Analysis
Melissa McCaw, Secretary, Office of Policy and Management
Fae Brown-Brewton, Undersecretary of Labor Relations
Elizabeth K. Graham, Judicial Branch, Executive Director of Administrative Services
Tais C. Ericson, Judicial Branch, Executive Director of Superior Court Operations
Melissa Farley, Judicial Branch, Executive Director of External Affairs
Maria Kewer, Judicial Branch, Deputy Director, Superior Court
Deborah Kern, President, JPE
Marshall Segar, JPE
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT

between
THE STATE OF CONN ECTICUT JUDICIAL BRANCH
and
THE UNION OF PROFESSIONAL JUDICIAL EMPLOYEES, AFT/AFT-CT

Re: Counsel Legal Services

Pursuant to a Recognition Agrecment between the parties dated September 29,
2017, an agreement regarding Ground Rules dated November 27, 2017, and a Settlement
and Withdrawal agreement regarding SPP 33,338 dated November 8, 2018, the parties
have negotiated this Memorandum of Agreement (hereinafter “Agreement”) setting forth
the terms and conditions upon which employees in the Counsel, Legal Services job
classification (hereinafter “CI.S™) shall be incorporated in and covered by the 2016-2022
collective bargaining agreement between the parties (hereinafier “CBA”).

1.~ Except as hereinafter specifically set forth, CLS employees shall be and
remain covered by the provisions of the CBA, as currently written or hereinafter
amended by mutual agreement in writing signed by both parties.

2. With respect to the application of Article 6 (Management Rights), Article
17 Sections 1, 2, 3, 7, 12 and 13 (Compensation), Article 19 Section 2 (Hours of Work),
Article 21 Section 2 (Vacation Accrual), and Axticle 22 Section 13 (Emergency Sick
Bank) of the CBA. to CLS employees, the provistons set forth below shali apply, and to
the extent such provisions differ from the conditions of employmerit of CLS employees
prior to January 1, 2019, they shall be implemented retroactive to January 1 2019,
‘unless otherwme specifically set forth herein.

3. Aricle 6 (Management Rights): The following paragraph is added to the -
end of Article 6 of the CBA: “Al work performed by CLS employees is not exclusive
to this job classification, and may also be performed by other Branch employees outside
of this bargaining unit, provided no CLS employee is laid off or reduced in regularly
scheduled hours as a result thereof.”

: 4. Article 17 (Comp_ensation): Except as set forth below, Article 17 shall
apply to CLS employees as written, effective January 1, 2019. '

(a) Sections 1 and 2 (Base Salary Increases and A_nﬁual Increments):




(i) Upon execution of this Agreement, a one-time payment of
$2000.00 (not added to base salary), shall be paid to full-time (40
hours per week) CLS employees who were actively employed in
the bargaining unit covered by this Agreement on June 22, 2018.
Part-time CLS employees who work fewer than 40 hours per week
shall be paid a pro-rated one-time payment of $2000.00 (oot added
to base salary). These one-time payments shall qualify for pension
purposes. '

(i)  Effective in contract year 2019-2020 and thereafier, employees at -
the maximum step of the salary plan (pay group 34, step 9) who
have ceased receiving salary progression and annual increments
shall be eligible for a lump sum payment of one thousand dollars
($1000) per year. The payment shall be made as of the date that
each increment specified below would have applied (January 1).
This payment may be denied if an employee’s work performance is
determined to be unsatisfactory by the employee’s supervisor.

‘(iiiy  For contract year 2019-2020, effective June 21, 2019, and paid
beginning with the check dated July 19, 2019, the base annual
salary for CLS employees shall be increased by three and one-half
percent (3.5%). Anpual increments and top step fump sum
payments will be paid effective January 1, 2020. :

(iv)  For contract year 2020-2021, effective June 19; 2020, and paid -
beginning with the check dated July 17, 2020, the base annual
salary for CLS employees shall be increased by three and one-half
percent (3.5%). Annual increments and top step lump sum-
payments will be paid effective Janvary 1, 2021.

(v) For coatract year 2021-2022, increases in base annual salary
- effective July 1, 2021 shall be negotiated between the parties. Such
pegotiations shall commence no later than Fanuary 2, 2021. Such
pegotiations shall be limited to general wage increases only, unless
the parties otherwise mutually agree to open discussions to include
other sections of the CBA. Annual increments and top step lump
sum payments will be paid effective January 1, 2022.

' (b)  Section 3 (Longevity): CLS employees shall not be subject to Branch
policy governing longevity benefits for excluded employees after -
December 31, 2018, and shall instead be subject to the following:
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(©)

(d)
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@D

(i)

(iv)

CLS employees who have been receiving longevity benefits as part
of their bi-weekly pay shall instead receive the regular salary
designated for their pay group in this Agreement, effective
beginning with the pay period that includes January 1, 2019.

Effective January 1, 2019, CLS employees who qualify for
longevity credit shall be credited with ali longevity time with which
they would be credited if all their service time had been in a
bargaining unit position, computed in accordance with existing
Branch payroll practices. In no event shall any employee first
hired on or after July 1, 2011 be entitled to a longevity payment;

. provided, however, any individual hired on or after said date who

shall have military service which would count toward longevity
under current rules shall be entitled to longevity if they have the
necessary service requirement in the future.

Effective Jaonary 1, 2019, CLS employees who qualify for
longevity benefits at any level, shall receive such benefits in the

_form of semi-annual payments in April and October, in accordance

with the Branch’s practice applicable to all other bargammg unit
employees.

The parties agree that the provisions of sub-paragraphs (i) and (ii)
of this Paragraph 4(b), relating to the salaries of CLS employees
who have been receiving longevity amounts as part of their
biweekly pay, shall be implemented retroactive to the pay period
that includes January 1, 2019 in anticipation of approval of this

~ Agreement by the General Assembly. If for any reason this

Agreement is rejected by the General Assembly, the provisions of
sub-paragraph (i) shall be null and void, and the status quo ante
with respect to the biweekly pay of such employees shall be
retroactively restored.

Section 7 (Auto Availability Fee): CLS employees shall be deemed
“employees required to have a vehicle available for daily use” for

purposes of this section, and shall receive the automobile availability

payment for contract year 2018-2019 upon execution of this Agreement.

Automobile availability payments for future contract years will be paid
in accordance with existing practice.

Section 12 (Voluntary Ugpaid Furlough Days): The Branch shall
establish an appropriate window period prior to July 1, 2019 during '
which CLS employees may elect to take up to four (4) voluntary unpaid
furlough days in each of the contract years commencing July 1, 2019,
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July I, 2020, and July 1, 2021. CLS employees will be able to use the

equivalent number of furlough hours in".25 increments (15 minute

increments or multiples thereof). Use of furlough hours must be

requested in advance, and approved by management. - Notwithstanding

the provisions of Section 12, pay for each such voluntary furlough day

taken by a CLS emoloyee shall be deducted i the pay period in which it
18 taken

(e) NEW: Section 13 (Salary Range and Progressioﬂ)

1 The pay group for CLS employees is pay groups 28, 32, and 34,
as set out in Appendix A to this Agreement, attached hereto and - -
made a part hereof, subject to the increases in annual salary
specified in Paragraph 4(a) of this Agreement. The salary
progression through these pay groups shall be as follows: '

(A) Year 1: pay group 28, step 97
(B) Year 2: pay group 32, step 97
(C)- Year 3: pay group 32, siep 98
(D) Year 4: pay group 34, step 97

- Thereafter, CLS employees are subject to the base annual salary
increases and annual increments set forth in Paragraph 4(a) above.

(i1) Placement of existing employees in'the salary.‘ progression set forth
~in (i) above shall be based on their placement' as of Janmnary 1,
.'2019. Initial placement of new CLS employees in the salary
progression set forth in (i} above shall be determined by
- management based on prior relevant expenence of the employee.

5. - Article 19 (Hours of Work): A new subsection (c) shall be added to
Section 2 as follows: “(c) CLS employees who work fewer than forty (40) hours per
week shall work in a schedule approved by management.” _

6. Article 21 Section 2 (Vacation Accrual): CLS employees who work a
forty (40) hour per week schedule shall accrue vacation as set forth below. For CLS
employees who work fewer than forty (40) hours per week, vacation leave accrues as set
forth below, -at a rate proportional to the number of hours the employee works.

(zi) CLS employees shall continue to accrue vacation at the rate set forth in
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Judicial Branch Policy 506 (Vacation Leave Accrual and Credits) through
the end of the calendar month in which this Agreement is executed.

() Commenéing with the first of the calendar month following execution of
this Agreement, vacation accrual for CL.S employees shall be governed by~

the terms of the CBA.

(© If for any reason this Agreement is rejected by the General Aésembly, the
provisions of paragraph (b) shall be null and void, and the status quo aate
with respect to the vacation accrual of CLS employees shall be

retroactively restored.

7. Article 22 Section 13 (Emergency Sick Bank): Upon exccution of this
Agreement, CLS employees shall be moved from the excluded Emergency Sick Leave
Bank to the Emergency Sick Leave Bank set forth in the CBA, and shall not be required
to “buy in” to the latter, but shall be subject to any requirement of “supplemental
contribution” that may be required of all covered employees on or after January 1, 2019.

8. This Agreement shall be part of incorporated into, and attached as an -
appendix to the CBA.

In witness whereof, the partxes have caused their duly authorized representatlves
to affix their s1gnatures on the date(s) set forth below.

UNION OF PROFESSIONAL JUDICIAL STATE OF CONNECTICUT
EMPLOYEES, AFT/AFT/CT - ' JUDICIAL BRANCH

by f - o by&%}WWM’%
=S/ f/g | )

date 5 ”/ -7 o date
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AFT - BUSZ Judlclal Professional B RE: Counsel Legal Services
Costs associated with the four-year proposal (Flscal Years 2019-2022)
Fiscal Year 2018-19 Fiscal Year 2019-20  Fiscal Year 2020-21  Fiscal Year 2021-22
2018 ’
Al
GWI
Longevity 6,578
Lump Sum ($2,000) . 8625
Auto Availability Stipend ’ © 2,100 _
Total 17,303 ] 0 0 L ¢
2020 : .
Al ' ' 10,172 22,040 22,040
3.5 % GWI eff 6/21/19 ' 22,166 22,166 : 22,166
tongevity ‘ _ 18,252
Lump Sum @ max JAN ‘ . 0
Auto Availabitity Stipend- ' : . 2,100
- Total o 0 52,690 44,206 44,206
2021 : 7
Al ' - : ‘ 10,760 25,433
“3.5 % GWI eff h]i‘_—!/LO ’ 24,565 24,565
Longevity 19,941 .
Lump Sum @ max JAN o
Auto Availability Stipend - i , 2,100
Total , ' 57,366 . 49,999
2022 - .
Al ' S ' 12,378
X.x % GWI eff 6/XX/21 ' ‘ o o
’ Longevity T : + 25,188
Lump Sum @ max JAN a
Auto Availability Stipend 2,100
- Total - 39,666
. Totals '
Al . 0 ) 10,172 32,800 - " 58,851
COLA [ - 22,166 ) 46,731 46,731
Longevity _ 6,578 18,252 ' 19,941 : 35,188
Lump Sum (52,000} - 8,625 ’ . 0 o . 0
Lumg Sum @ max JAN H 0 : 0 . 0
Auto Availability Stipend* 2,100 2,100 2,100 2,100
Total 17,203 " 52,630 161,572 - 133,870

Date Prepared ‘ 4/30/2019




